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SESSIONAL ORDERS 
Kalgoorlie Regional Parliament Sittings, Order of Business - Motion 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [11.30 am]:  I move without notice - 
1. Saving and expiry.   

(1) Except as provided in this order, the orders and rules for the routine and conduct of 
business apply to the sittings of the House on 28 and 29 September in the Kalgoorlie 
Town Hall pursuant to a proclamation of His Excellency the Governor published in 
the Government Gazette on 13 July 2004.   

(2) Any alteration or amendment of the succeeding provisions of this order may be made 
by motion without notice if the question is resolved affirmatively by an absolute 
majority. 

(3) This order applies to the sittings of the House in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall and a 
reference to “day” is a reference to Tuesday, 28 September or Wednesday, 29 
September 2004, or both of them depending on the context.  

2. Meeting and adjournment times.   
(1) The Council is to meet for the dispatch of business at 10.00 am on Tuesday, 28 

September and Wednesday, 29 September 2004 in the city of Kalgoorlie-Boulder at 
the Kalgoorlie Town Hall and, unless sooner adjourned, stands adjourned by 
operation of this order at 9.00 pm on Tuesday, 28 September and 4.45 pm on 
Wednesday, 29 September. 

(2) Sittings under subclause (1) are suspended between 1.00 and 2.00 pm, and on 
Tuesday between 6.00 and 7.30 pm.   

3. Questions without notice.   
Questions without notice are to be taken on both days at 3.30 pm.   

4. Motions made orders of the day.  
(1) On each day business considered at any time after the House proceeds to the orders of 

the day must be an order of the day or made an order of the day by motion under 
Standing Order No 129.   

(2) At 2.00 pm on both days the House is to consider the order of the day prescribed in 
subclause (3)(a) and (b), and, unless sooner resolved, the question in each case is to 
be put and determined at 3.30 pm. 

(3) The order of the day at 2.00 pm - 

(a) on Tuesday -  

Leader of the Opposition to move - 

That this House . . .   

(b) on Wednesday -  

Leader of the House to move -  

That this House . . .  

(4) The maximum time for any member (including the mover) speaking to the question 
on a motion under this order is 15 minutes. 

6. Orders of the day (Bills) and stages.   
The second reading stage of the following Bills is an order of the day for each day - 

Criminal Injuries Compensation Amendment Bill 2004. 

Victims of Crime Amendment Bill 2004. 

Anzac Day Amendment Bill 2004. 

Public and Bank Holidays Amendment Bill 2004. 

Small Business Guarantee Repeals Bill 2004. 

Workers’ Compensation (Cross-Border) Amendment Bill 2004.   



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 22 September 2004] 

 p6225b-6228a 
Hon Kim Chance; Hon Norman Moore; Hon Dee Margetts; Deputy President 

 [2] 

Firearms Amendment Bill 2004. 

7. Members’ statements  
(1) On both days, business under consideration - 

(a) 40 minutes before the time of adjournment; or  

(b) 45 minutes before the time of adjournment if the House is in Committee at 
that time,  

is to be interrupted and stands adjourned where paragraph (a) applies or is to be 
reported to the House where paragraph (b) applies.  The question to adopt a report is 
to be determined forthwith or its consideration made an order of the day for a future 
sitting.   

(2) In the time between the interruption of business under subclause (1) and the time 
fixed for the adjournment of the House, a member may speak on any matter without 
need for a motion for not more than five minutes.  A member speaking at the time of 
the adjournment is to be interrupted and the House stands adjourned. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [11.35 am]:  I am sorry that I was 
not here when the Leader of the House began the debate, and that I have not had the opportunity to raise two 
minor issues with him.  If he is agreeable to do so by amendment, we could sort them out.  I have no problem at 
all with the variation to sessional orders motion as it represents a good way of doing business in Kalgoorlie, 
acknowledging that the occasion is more of a ceremonial nature than a straight-out political adversarial occasion.  
Will the Leader of the House be agreeable to changing the order so that the Leader of the House will move the 
motion on the Tuesday, and the Leader of the Opposition will move the motion on the Wednesday?   

The sessional order variation would then read -  

(3) The order of the day at 2.00 pm - 

(a) on Tuesday -  

Leader of the House to move -  

That this House . . .  

(b) on Wednesday -  

Leader of the Opposition to move -  

That this House . . .  

The reverse applies in the current motion.  I suspect that the Leader of the House’s motion will be more of a 
broad-ranging, non-political motion than the motion to be moved by the Opposition.  That is the nature of things.  
I do not propose that the Opposition motion will represent an aggressive approach.  However, if the motions 
flagged in a previous draft of sessional orders matters are the sorts of motions the Government will move, it 
would be more appropriate to move that motion at the beginning of the two-day session than at the end.  I do not 
know whether I have made that point clear.   
Hon Kim Chance:  Yes.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  There is no reason that the Opposition’s motion should be moved ahead of the 
Government’s motion anyway.   
I thank Mr Leader for agreeing to including members’ statements, which were not part of the initial proposition 
put to me.  It represents a sensible approach.  The point made when discussed with the Leader yesterday was that 
members going to Kalgoorlie should have the chance to say something on this historic occasion.  Each member 
will have no more than 15 minutes in which to speak on each motion.  Therefore, three hours divided by 15 
minutes is the number of members who can speak.  There is a possibility, without members’ statements, that 
some members will speak twice and that all members would not get a chance to speak in Kalgoorlie.  The 
adoption of members’ statements means an opportunity will be provided for everybody to talk.  As this proposal 
allows for two lots of members’ statements - one on each day - with a time limit of five minutes, would it more 
appropriate to allow a 10-minute limit to apply per speaker?  I flag this point off the top of my head.  If 40 
minutes were divided by five minutes, it will allow eight members per day to speak.  Is that what members want, 
or do we want four members to speak per day, bearing in mind that some members will speak on motions?  Five 
minutes seems a little short.  I will not slash my wrists over that matter.  The 10-minute limit could apply.  The 
10 minutes might be more appropriate given that members’ statements will be made on both days.  The Leader 
of the House should think about it.  If he wants to adjourn debate and discuss it, I am happy to do so.  Unless 
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anyone will slash his or her wrist on the matter, I will leave it as it is.  I see from the face of the Leader of the 
House that five minutes is better from his point of view - he is hoping we will run out of speakers, I think!   
Hon Kim Chance:  I’m happy to support your earlier proposed amendment.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  In a spirit of cooperation, I will desist from moving that the five-minute limit be 
changed to 10 minutes.   

Amendment to Motion 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I move -  

Clause 4(3)(a) - To delete “Opposition” and substitute “House”. 
Clause 4(3)(b) - To delete “House” and substitute “Opposition”.   

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [1l.40 am]:  I do not have a problem with swapping the order of the 
speakers on the motion.  However, I will comment on the nature of the arrangements and the statement attached 
to them.  My comments relate to the motion and the amendment to the motion, inasmuch as it states that the 
sessional order will also allow the Government and the Leader of the Opposition to each move a motion on 
respective days to enable both the Government and the Opposition to make a reasonable contribution to each 
other’s motion.  That is an interesting statement considering that more than a quarter of the members of this 
Chamber are on neither government nor opposition benches.  The Chamber is a House of Review and reflects 
community views because neither of the major parties has the numbers in its own right.  This gentlemen’s club 
arrangement that seems to have been echoed in this morning’s disappointing statement from the Leader of the 
House seems to assume that the Government and the Opposition will each have an opportunity to debate a 
dorothy dix motion and an opposition motion.  The wording of this motion and the amendment does not reflect 
the fact that this Chamber allows community input and will probably continue to do so.  That is because it is no 
longer dominated by either of the major parties.  I have spoken to my colleagues and I do not know at this stage 
whether they have any issues concerning the motions.  The Council will sit in Kalgoorlie for two days and two 
motions will be debated.  I would like it to be reflected somehow that there are not just two parties in this 
Chamber, and that the community has access to the political process because of the hard work done by members 
on the cross-benches, including the Greens (WA).  I express the Greens’ disappointment that we may be 
reverting to the gentlemen’s club of the Legislative Council in previous centuries.  

Amendment put and passed.  

Motion, as Amended 

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  Although the Chair does not wish to enter into the debate, I 
say to Hon Dee Margetts that when speakers rise in their places it will be up to the Chair to decide who is given 
the call after the respective motions have been moved.  It is my recollection that the Chair does in fact recognise 
the parties as they stand in this House.  It may not be possible in Kalgoorlie to recognise all the parties or 
Independents because of the time constraints.  However, that has been the situation in the past.  In some respects, 
the parties are protected in that regard.  

Question (motion, as amended) put and passed.  
 


